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as we have already seen, were kindred races. Madri
was the daughter of the king of the Madras whose country
lay towards the frontier. The Madras were presumably
a very fair people, coming, as they did, from a colder cli-
mate. It seems it was a fashion for Aryan kings of
India to marry a daughter of that country, Bhishina
got Madri for Pandu by giving presents to the Madra
king. Madri's brother, Shalya, was a leader in the
Mahabharata war and fought against the Pandavas.
It appears probable that Pandu, after he had establish-
ed himself firmly on the throne of the Kurus, gave
himself up to the pleasures of hunting and to the com-
pany of his wives, and lived mostly in the cool regions
of the Himalayas. It is not difficult also to believe
that he soon fell a prey to the pursuit of pleaure.
Either Curing his life-time or after his death his wives
raised by Niyoga five sons, for progeny was valued
beyond everything among the ancient Aryans of
India, especially among kings, a fact we see even in
these days. As might have been expected the sons of
Pritha were strong, while those of Madri were hand-
some. All of them were fine warriors and lived a noble
life ; and noble and divine deeds, such was the belief
of the ancient Aryans, betokened noble parentage. A
story in the Chhando-yoga Upanishad clearly brings this
firm belief of the ancient Aryans. When Satyakama
Jabala went to a sage for Upadesha or teaching and
was asked his name and his father's name, he said
"I am Satyakama Jabala and my mother said to me she
did not know who my father was." "Thou art the
son of a Brahman," said the sage, "for thou speakest
s